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"Well i t s  a great  experience and a l l  that  I expected except 

t h a t  people are  cheer ier  and b e t t e r  nourished tha t  I'd expected. The 

peasants ce r t a in ly  have the  p r i z e  f o r  cowbarn faces  and when you add 

f e l t  overshoes about 8 times t o o  b ig ,  and unending garments of one s o r t  

or another the  e f f e c t  i s  of a bundled up applewornan on a s t r e e t  corner 

i n  the middle of winter,  

The crowds look  warmly dressed but the clothes  a re  coarse 

grimy and greasy and the e f f e c t  i s  not chic  - t o  put I t  mildly., The 

buildings look run down and near the time when r epa i r s  will be i n  order ,  

but  there  w a s  a surpr i s ing  amount of bui lding going on outside)Hpscow 

as we came in.  

O f  course i t s  wintry here  - deepish snow everything on s le ighs  

and consequently r a t h e r  quiet .  The country was j u s t  exact ly  l i k e  the 

Bayard Taylor ( ? )  s t o r i e s  of Russian w o l v e s ,  droshkies etc.  and was 

r e a l l y  qui te  beaut i ful .  The t r a i n  was comfortable though not very quick 

and I never knew I had s o  much German - I can almost get  along w i t h  it." 


